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DUAL ENROLLMENT CONSIDERATIONS
Dual enrollment is an opportunity for teens to take college courses while still in high school. 
Many states offer this program under a variety of names, such as Jumpstart, Concurrent 
Enrollment, Running Start, etc.

While this can be a great way to save on college tuition, it doesn’t necessarily mean it’s right 
for your teen. There are many other considerations such as maturity level, initiative, course 
load, scheduling, etc. 

Have your teen circle Yes or No to each question to see if dual enrollment is something they 
should consider.

I manage my time well in order to meet all of my
responsibilities.

I am self-disciplined and conscientious of class
attendance.

I do not procrastinate on assignments. I organize
my work immediately. 

I am good at asking my teachers for help when I need it. 

I am willing to get tutoring when I need it. 

I meet deadlines.

I am willing to do assignments even if they are not
being graded.

I am more mature than students my age.

I have learned how to have good study habits.

I am an above average reader. 

I am able to work independently with minimal direction.

I am a good note-taker.

I have academic and career goals.

YES NO
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If the answer is no to many of these questions, dual enrollment probably not a good fit.
However, dual enrollment is a good option if your teen:

I am good at managing stress.

I am good at collaborating with others. 

I am comfortable taking classes with adults. 

I have reliable transportation. 

YES NO

Is Self-Motivated, Takes Initiative, and Perseveres – through any obstacle. In college, 
your student’s success is in their own hands. Parents do not have access to grades or 
have parent/teacher conferences. If your teen is not organized and unable to stay on top 
of their tasks, dual enrollment might not be a good fit. At the seminar, a story was told 
where a parent found out that their teen, who was in dual enrollment, had not attended 
any classes. It was already near the end of the semester.

Has a Specific Major in Mind – Dual enrollment can be great for your teen if they already 
know what they want to major in. It provides them a great jumpstart and can increase the 
likelihood that they will get accepted into that major immediately.

Desired Major Has a Lengthy Graduate Program – Dual enrollment can be a good option 
if your teen wants to enter a profession that requires many years of schooling, like being 
a doctor or lawyer. Starting sooner can lead to graduating faster.

Is Not Interested in High School – Some teens are not really interested in high school and 
are ready to move on. They may be bored and ready for greater challenges or prepared to 
take on more responsibility for managing their time. Dual enrollment could provide that 
to mature students.


